IMPORTANT SAVE FUND BILLING INFORMATION
Separate physician billing must not be sent to victims
Victims whose sexual assault medical exams are paid for by the SAVE Fund must not be billed separately for the portion of the exam completed by a physician or any other medical provider. It is not legally permissible to charge a victim or victim’s insurance for this or any other service that is to be paid by the SAVE Fund. Additional costs for services not covered by the SAVE Fund may continue to be billed to whatever resources a victim may have, including Crime Victims’ Compensation, when a victim is eligible. 

Background

The practice of separate physician billing being sent to victims for their time spent conducting the sexual assault examination has become a chronic practice in some areas. This is confusing and difficult for victims since they are told that the SAVE Fund will cover the expenses for the exam but then receive a bill.  This practice is in violation of Section 2, Chapter 789, Oregon Laws 2003 which states, “A provider who submits a bill under this subsection may not bill the victim or the victim’s insurance carrier for the medical assessment except to the extent that the department is unable to pay the bill due to lack of funds or declines to pay the bill.” The cost paid by the SAVE Fund to the medical facility for the medical exam is inclusive of the physician’s time. 
In building the original payment structure for the Fund, the Attorney General’s Sexual Assault Task Force conducted a survey of medical facilities regarding their costs and payments related to providing sexual assault exams (distinct from treatment for injuries, provision of other services, but inclusive of physician time). With a few exceptions, the amount paid by the SAVE Fund represents a payment to medical facilities that is equal to or more than most had been receiving. 
Our 38 month review shows that 1590 victims have accessed medical services paid by this Fund. Of this group, 1033 did not indicate that they had insurance. This group represents patients that in all likelihood did not provide any payment for these vital services prior to SAVE Fund. For more information on the Fund see: www.doj.state.or.us/crimev/sex_aslt_vtms_emrf.shtml.
For those medical facilities that have contracts with physicians or separate billing processes for physician and other services, there are several possible options for addressing this issue:  

1. Given the minimal amount of physician time spent on these exams when trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANEs) are available, by agreement physicians may waive their charge;

2. Unless there is medical reason to have physician involvement, it is within the Registered Nurse legal scope of practice for a trained SANE to complete the medical and forensic aspects of a sexual assault exam completely independently;
3. Medical facilities can pay physicians directly for their time and may budget a portion of the SAVE Fund reimbursement to do so. 

See Oregon Administrative Rules 137-084-0001 thru 0030 for more detail on billing procedures. 

For SAVE Fund billing or payment questions please contact 
June Christensen at 503-378-5348 or june.m.christensen@doj.state.or.us
